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WHAT’S ON AT A GLANCE 
 

 

 

Regular Meetings:  

Parish Council:          Dates of these meetings will be announced 
on Village noticeboards and on the website chrishallpc.org.uk. 
   See page 17. 

 
Carpet Bowls:        2nd Wednesday monthly in the Village Hall, 
7:30pm to 9:30pm. See page 6. 
 
 
Chrishall WI:       3rd Wednesday monthly in the Village Hall, 
7:30pm.  see page 16. 

 
 
Open Door Catch-up Café:   1st Monday monthly in the Village Hall, 
10:30am to 12:00 noon.  see page 5. 

 
 
Society of Chrishall Artists:    Last Thursday monthly in the Village 
Hall 7:30pm to 10:00pm.   

Contact: Helen Melville-Smith on 838930. 
 
Village Lunch Club:   4th Thursday monthly at The Red Cow 
12:30pm for 12:45pm.   
 Pre-booked menu choices to Helen Melville-Smith on 838930. 
 
Church Mice:           Parent and toddler group with a Christian focus. 
Songs, stories, crafts and more. Village Hall, 2nd and 4th Wednesday 
during term-time, 10:30am to 11:30am.   
  
 Contact: The Parish Office on 837272. 
 
Yoga Classes:     Village Hall  Contact Becky –  see page 19 
 
Pilates:       Tru-2-pilates Contact for venue and times 
  Chloe on 849113 or chloe.romans@gmail.com. 
 
Lingualounge:  
Contact: Sarah on 07775 640794.  See the advert on Page 19. 
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USEFUL INFORMATION 
 
Parish Council Chairman Jane Holloway 838621 
Parish website: Paula Parish www.chrishallpc.org.uk 
School – Head teacher Tracey Bratley 838592 
Pre-school Sonya McKenna  
  smckenna@chrishall.essex.sch.uk 
Village Hall Chairman Richard Keeling 838930 
Village Hall bookings Clare Godfrey 838691 
 chrishallvhbookings@gmail.com 
Village Hall website: Richard Keeling 
  www.chrishallvillagehall.co.uk 
Church bookings David Wilkinson 837303 
  david@waldenrise.com 
Church Office Andrea Quigley 837272 
  iwp.parishoffice@gmail.com 
Open Door Jenny Rodda 838386 
WI Jane Gravett 838018 
History websites: Fred Davies www.chrishallessex.co.uk 

  www.recordinguttlesfordhistory.org.uk 
Milk delivery Paul Joyce 07398 198998 
   
Library Van: every 2nd Thursday 11:40am to 11:55am at Pinkeneys 
   Crawley End and 12:55pm to 1:25pm at the School 
  Suspended until further notice. 
Saffron Walden Police (non-emergency/crime incident) 101 
Medical assistance (when medical help is needed fast) 111 
Royston & District Community Transport  01763 245228 
Uttlesford Community Travel (Book-a-Ride)   01371 875787 
Newspaper deliveries - https://www.newsteamgroup.co.uk 01782 358998 
 
EDITORIAL 
 
 

What we said in Winter 2020 – “Here we are coming to the end of another 
lockdown for the Winter edition of the newsletter, but with hope on the horizon 
with vaccines in sight”. 
 

Winter 2021 our comment is – some of us are now jabbed and boosted and 
we are looking forward hopefully to the end of COVID restrictions in 2022. 
 

We wish everybody a joyful Christmas and a happy New Year. 
 

Deadline date for the Spring 2022 newsletter is: 
 

14 th February 2022 Email villagenews@chrishallpc.uk 
 

 
Many thanks, as always, to all our contributors. 
 
 

Jane and Philip Gravett 
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WEATHER WISE 
 

August: It was a particularly cool  dreary month.  The wheat didn't ripen so 
the harvest was later this year. 
 

September: Two days stand out with rainfall of 2.29 inches falling in one day. 
The end of the month had a couple of wet days.  The middle was hot and dry. 
 

October: 1.06 inches of rain fell at the beginning of the month and  also the 
third week of October had 1.50 inches. 
 

The days have stayed warm with plants in the 
garden flourishing.  Temperatures are above 
average for the time of the year.   
 

The autumn has come late and Many of the 
trees are shedding their leaves (November) 
putting on a wonderful display of the sun shining through the remaining golden 
leaves. 
 

The change in the hour has seen many beautiful sun sets. Our seasons are 
changing. 
 

Weather Wise  
 
 
OPEN DOOR CATCH-UP CAFÉ 
 

The first sessions of the new look Open Door café have been a great success, 
with a lovely cheerful buzz in Chrishall Village Hall. It was so good to be able 
to meet up with friends from surrounding villages that we haven’t seen for 
such a long time.  The takeaway cake and quiche were very popular and 
several people have commented how enjoyable it was. 
 

So, why not come along on the first Monday of the month and see what’s on 
offer. There are always homemade cakes, biscuits and take away quiche. The 
variety will depend on who’s on the baking rota that month, as we leave it to 
our volunteer bakers to decide what to make. We’re sure you won’t be 
disappointed. 
 

We’re open from 10.30 – 12.00 and the next few sessions will be on 
10th January 2022 and 7th February 2022. 
 

The December Café had a Christmas theme with seasonal offerings and a 
raffle. As we always do at Christmas, there was no charge, but we asked 
customers to buy raffle tickets and put something in our donation box. 
 

Please note that the first session of the New Year will be on 10th January as 
the first Monday is a Bank holiday. 
 

We usually make a small profit each month, since all the cakes are donated 
and this will be passed on to this year’s charity, the Saffron Walden Foodbank. 
 

Looking forward to seeing you, 
 

Jenny Rodda 
  

Rainfall 
August  1.40 in 
September.  4.26 in 
October  3.33 in 
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CHRISHALL CARPET BOWLS CLUB 
 

The Club has been running for a few years now, we meet in the Chapel Hall 
where there is space for two mats and we have bowls to cater for up to 16 
players along with score boards for both mats. 
 

We meet on the second Wednesday of the month (except December when it’s 
the first Wednesday) from 7.30 to 9.30 pm, with a break for refreshments. 
The cost of the evening is £2.50 per person. 
 

Although there is an element of competition, we don’t take the proceedings 
too seriously with the emphasis on having some fun and laughter and meeting 
and mixing with other villagers.  As we will all be a little rusty, there won’t be 
better time to join us and give it a try! 
 

As many of our members, both male and female, have taken to the game for 
the first time we are always keen to accommodate new members who have 
never played before and introduce them to an enjoyable game that has 
elements of skill that are quickly acquired (but not always executed!). 
 

Tuition and rules of play will be explained to anyone who would like an 
introduction to the game, so please take the opportunity to come along and 
give it a try.  
 

All new or experienced players are always very welcome. 
 

If you require further information, please contact me on 01763 838027, email 
mdearman@btinternet.com  or just turn up on one of our club nights. 
 

Mike Dearman 
 
 
Un BEE lievable!! 
 
 
Has anyone else in Chrishall had the 
privilege of being the recipient of an 
“invasion” of Bee Orchids? We had a few 
appear on our lawn last year, so 
carefully mowed around leaving them in 
peace and quiet and thus undisturbed. 
 
 
The reward has been a complete blanket 
of them this year…..in excess of 200 
individual orchids …..we gave up 
counting after that! We would be 
interested to hear of any other wild 
orchid sightings in the village. 
 
 
Val and Derek Ailes, “Tudor Thatch”.  
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CHRISHALL VILLAGE HALL 
 
The first quarterly draw of the 100 club 2021-
22 season took place on Sunday 31 October 

and was drawn by Joan Dearman and Carol Wootton. 
 

 
 
The next draw will take place on Sunday 30 January 2022 at 4:30pm. 
 
The 100 club draw entrance fee is £36 which covers quarterly draws for one 
year. In order to make the 100 club worthwhile we still need more 
participants.  We offer almost half of the subscription back in prize money with 
the remaining balance making a valuable contribution to maintaining the 
village halls in these difficult times. Please contact me if you would like an 
application form. Please join by contacting me, details below if you would like 
an application form 
 
 
Helen Melville-Smith, Treasurer  
telephone: 838930 or email:  cvh100club@gmail.com 

1st prize …….. £120 
won by 
Val Ailes 

2nd prize ……. £60 
won by 

Emily Dodd 

3rd prize  …….. £30 
won by 

Mike Dearman 
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CHRISHALL PARISH CHURCH 
 

Christmas Services  
We look forward to welcoming you to one of the following services at Chrishall 
Church: 

Sunday 5th December:  Christingle Service at 4.00pm 
Friday 17th December:  School Carol Service at 9.30am 
Sunday 19th December:  Carol Service at 10.45am 
Christmas Eve:    Crib Service at 3.00pm  

 

The next major fundraising event for the Church is an Auction of Promises on 
Friday 13th May 2022. Invitations will be sent out nearer the time, and we 
hope you will come. If you have any items you would like to be included in 
the Auction, please contact Philly Lindsay Clark on phillylc@googlemail.com 
 

Looking back over 2021, we are all very grateful to  
(1) Susannah van Staten and Lindsell Edgar for doing the Church 
flowers so wonderfully well  
(2) to everyone on the Church cleaning rota who have helped to keep 
the Church so spick and span and  
(3) to all the members of our mowing group who have worked so 
hard in the Churchyard.  

 
 
 
 
CHRISTMAS’ PAST 
 

1 When I was a little girl 
( that’s many years ago) 
I used to long for Christmas  
I used to long for snow  
 
 

2 December seemed so very long  
When would that day arrive  
Each day seemed never ending  
Especially when you’re five 
 

3 My letter it was written  
And up the chimney sent 
Now all I had to do was wait 
For the big event 
 
 

4 At last it was the day before 
My stocking was hung up 
A carrot there for Rudolph  
And sherry for Santa to sup 
 

5 Would I hear him on the roof 
Would I hear his sleigh 
What if he didn’t get my note? 
What if he lost his way? 
 
 

6 On Christmas Day at five o’clock 
I was wide awake 
Alas my mum and dad were not 
I know a little shake 

7 “ It really is too early” 
Was the answer that came back 
“ Oh can I see if Santa’s been 
And put things in my sack”? 

 
 

8 And yes the man himself had been 
There were presents all around 
How did he get all of these in here 
Without a single sound 
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THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY 
www.hundredparishes.org.uk  
 

Hundreds of prisoner of war camps were set up in the UK during the two World 
Wars, with several in The Hundred Parishes. Camps varied in design and size. 
Some started as rows of tents with the prisoners engaged in constructing huts. 
Most have disappeared but I would like to tell you about a few. 
 

In 1917, during the First World War, a camp was established at Great 
Dunmow’s workhouse, initially taking about 100 German POWs. Capacity was 
later doubled by moving women elsewhere and closing the infirmary. The 
German prisoners worked on local farms but gained a reputation for 
obstruction and destruction. Dunmow workhouse never reopened and was 
converted to the housing that today is called The Close. 
 

Bower Hall in Steeple Bumpstead was used as a POW camp in The First World 
War but it fell into ruin and was demolished in 1926. 
 

Wynches POW camp in Much Hadham was situated in forty acres of parkland 
and in the Second World War housed both Italian and German prisoners. 
 

Ickleton Grange housed a camp for both Italian and German men. Nothing 
now remains. 
 

In Mill Lane, Hatfield Heath, the remains of POW camp 116 are still clearly 
visible, the most complete survivor in Essex, Herts or Cambridgeshire. The 
camp was set up in 1941 to house Austrian and Italian prisoners; later, 
German men followed. They worked on local farms and even played football 
against a Hatfield Heath team who were beaten 11- 0! 
 

Radwinter North POW rehabilitation camp was situated in the grounds of 
Radwinter Rectory, now known as Radwinter Manor. German soldiers were 
allowed to visit local families. Karl Weschke was one; he became an artist and 
his clay sculpture of a weeping mother and child titled “Deutschland 1946” is 
held in Saffron Walden Museum. 
 
Ken McDonald, Secretary  

    
9 He really was a clever chap 

And thank you I must say 
For bringing all these lovely gifts  
To me on Christmas Day  
 
 

10 At one o’clock we’d sit to eat 
Our tasty Christmas lunch  
Turkey ,stuffing ,Christmas pud 
All tasty things to munch 
 

11 Who’d find the silver sixpence 
Not me ,mum ,dad or brother  
Oh yes it’s grandad once again 
He’d swallowed yet another  
 
Clare Godfrey 
 

12 And so the day came to an end 
We really had such fun 
Now all we had to do was wait 
All year until the next one  
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THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY 
www.hundredparishes.org.uk  
 

 
 

 
 

  

Top Row: 
Dunmow – The Close 
 
Middle Row: 
Hatfield Heath – Camp 116 
 
Opposdite: 
Karl Weschke statue,  
© copyright Saffron Walden Museum 
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CHRISHALL VILLAGE HALL MAINTENANCE 
 
Chrishall Parish Council decided to grasp the nettle and tackle the damp issues 
in the Chapel Hall following a survey carried out by Wilby & Burnett. 

 
The building survey showed that the damp 
issues were caused by a variety of factors 
including an unventilated concrete cap in the 
chimney, the chimney being full of rubble, 
incorrectly positioned leadwork around the 
chimney directing water away from the gutter 
and down the wall and unconnected 
downpipes. 
 
The contractors have done an excellent job in 
replacing all guttering and redirecting the flow 
from the roof, removing the concrete capping 
and ensuring the correct ventilation of the 
chimney, cutting out and replacing damaged 
plaster to the chimney and installing a fully 
operational surface water drainage system. 
 
Sincere thanks are extended to Bill Irvin and 
Stuart Pelan of Wilby & Burnett for their 
professionalism in managing this work, and to 
the contractors for their workmanship and 

dedication to resolving the problems. 
 
There remains an outstanding damp problem 
created under previous ownership through 
the installation of impervious damp-proofing, 
which is preventing the walls from breathing. 
This will require the cutting back of all the 
impervious plasterwork, with the walls being 
allowed to dry out properly before lime 
plaster is applied. This work will be carried 
out over the coming months. 
 
The Parish Council is awaiting quotes for 
further repairs highlighted in the survey to 
the roofs of both halls, and for repairs to the 
wooden window frames which have areas of 
significant rot.  
 
It is only through the diligent work and 
professionalism of Wilby & Burnett that the 
Parish Council has been able to take the 
correct action to resolve these historic issues.   
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We are a small charity, based in Hertfordshire villages, run by volunteers, 
committed to the empowerment of women and girls, and reducing forced 
migration from 26 very poor villages in the Indian desert state of Rajasthan. 
Our team of trustees, many of whom have been with us since the start, have 
worked with the same NGO in Rajasthan since 2000. We are in constant 
communication with them and can respond to emergencies quickly and 
effectively. During the Covid pandemic we have been able to authorise the 
delivery of emergency food parcels to thousands of villagers. 
 

In Khandel light’s project area of Rajasthan, India, girls are under pressure to 
leave education as young as 14 to get married. 
 

Over the last 21 years, through improved access to drinking water, sanitation, 
healthcare, housing, and education Khandel light has established the basis for 
creating opportunities. Since 2018, we have funded a Girls’ Parliament, which 
empowers girls to negotiate the barriers to continuing their education. One of 
the girls, Puja, has a particularly moving and inspiring story to tell. 
 

Puja’s mother is blind, and her father disabled, which makes employment 
almost impossible. 
 

There was pressure on Puja to leave school at 14 and get married to reduce 
the financial burden. Through membership of the Girls’ Parliament, and visits 
from the local girl MPs Puja’s parents have acknowledged the benefit to her 
and to them of staying on at school. 
 

Puja was spending several hours a day collecting water and doing domestic 
work, so we have given the family a 10,000-litre water tank and arranged for 
it to be filled with drinking water every month. She has also received an 
education bursary, allowing her family to have the financial freedom for her 
to attend school. 
 

In Puja’s own words, translated from Hindi: 
 

“After joining the Parliament meetings, I started feeling that the window of 
my mind, which used to open and close in my house, was now open and I 
started to feel that the world outside is very peaceful and beautiful. By 
attending the Parliament sessions in myself, I felt that from the windows of 
my mind I can now look all around, that is, now it is increasing my self-esteem 
and self-confidence. After joining the Parliament, my identity in the village has 
increased. By giving priority to me, I was made a water house in which 
drinking water is being regularly available every month, due to which my time 
is saved. Now I can buy medicine for my blind mother and handicapped father 
by sewing more, and I am also able to run the household expenses” 
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£5 will enable Puja and the other 700 girls like her to attend the parliament 
for a WHOLE YEAR! 
 
£27 will fund Puja’s further education FOR A YEAR! 
 
£130 will give another family a drinking water tank (or a toilet) 
 
£3.80 will pay for delivery of a month’s drinking water 
 
During the COVID-19 pandemic, we have delivered 1,500 food parcels to 
families where the breadwinner has been unable to work 
 
£15 will buy a food parcel which will sustain a family for 5-6 weeks. 
 
This Christmas you can give the gift of support and hope by buying Khandel 
light gift vouchers and cards. The vouchers come in £10, £20, £30, £40 and 
£50 denominations. Your donation will make a huge difference. 
 
You can contact Bridget Gough on 07815 846447 
or visit our website 
 
 https://www.khandel-light.co.uk/fundraising/gift-of-giving 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Puja and her parents. 
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WILLIAM WALTER BRAND TRUST 
 

Helping villagers within the Chrishall Parish Boundary 
 
The Trust was founded in 1989 on the death of Mr William Walter Brand, a 
local farmer and landowner.  As a village, we are very fortunate to have the 
Trust, whose aim is to give support to those in our community who may be 
suffering hardship.  It has, of course, been a very difficult time for everyone, 
but the Brand Trust is always available to help those who need it. 
 
This year, we welcomed Simon Bishop as our new Trustee, replacing Mark 
Garrett who retired from the Trust after 27 years of sterling service. 
 
The Trustees will consider applications for help with costs related to: 

• education - including transport costs, university grants, and a grant 
to help pay for secondary school uniforms 

• providing disability aids, eg stairlifts, including installation and 
maintenance  

• medical and respite care 
• essential furniture and kitchen equipment  
• utility costs 

 
The Trust subsidises the Chrishall Lifeline scheme which provides wristband 
or pendant emergency alarms for any villagers who may be alone or 
vulnerable, helping them to stay independent and safe in their homes.   
 
We offered a Winter Heating Allowance again this year.  If you missed the 
application form in the last Newsletter and would like to apply for this, please 
contact one of the Trustees listed below. 
 
We understand that some people might be reluctant to come forward for help, 
but it's important that we include everyone who can benefit from the Trust.  
If you know of anybody that does need help, or you need it for yourself, then 
please don't hesitate to contact (in complete confidence) any of the Trustees 
below. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Trustees:  

Simon Bishop  837087 
Jane Gravett  838018 
Sue Pegram  838185 
Bill Rodda  838386 

 
CHRISHALL LIFELINE 
 

Do you live on your own, or feel vulnerable in case you have a fall or feel 
unwell, and have no one on hand to call?    Why not apply for a Lifeline, a 
helping hand when needed in an emergency. 
 



 
15 

This scheme is run by Uttlesford District Council and is subsidised by the 
William Walter Brand Trust.  The cost is £20 per year payable around April. 
This service could ease your worries and could even save your life. 
 

If you are interested in finding out more, please contact in confidence: 
 

Carol Wootton,  Mistletoe Cottage, 1 The Green, Chrishall  838400 
 
 
CHRISHALL VILLAGE HALL UPDATE 
DECEMBER 2021 
 

I am pleased to say that both the South Hall and Chapel Hall are now open 
for hire by regular hirers and for community events, activities and private 
hires. 
 

The current rates of hire are set out below: 
 

Length of booking Chrishall 
Residents Non-residents 

Half day up to 6pm / children’s 
parties £35 £40 

Day up to 6pm £60 £70 

Full day – 9am to 10.30pm / 
11.30pm £110 £110 

Evening events after 6pm £65 £75 

Meetings (Max 2 hrs) £20 £25 

  

REGULAR USERS First hour £8.50 then £7 per hour 
for each subsequent hour 

HIRE OF TABLES AND CHAIRS £25 or at discretion of Bookings 
Admin 

 

Further details, including terms and conditions of hire and photographs of the 
facilities are available on the Village Hall website 
  (https://chrishallvillagehall.co.uk/hire/) 
 

Village Hall Website - https://chrishallvillagehall.co.uk/ 
Bookings Website - https://chrishallvillagehall.co.uk/bookings/ 
 

Mike Dearman    Secretary  
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CHRISHALL WI NEWS 
 

Chrishall WI meet on the 3rd Wednesday of the month in the Village Hall, 
Crawley End, Chrishall at 7:15 pm for a 7:30 pm start.  
 

The WI provides women with fun and friendship, plus the 
chance to learn new skills, get involved within the 
community and take part in a wide range of activities. 
 

In October Captain Adrian McCourt spoke to us about 
Trinity House – an organisation that we did not know 
much about. It is a charity dedicated to safeguarding 
shipping and seafarers, providing education, support and 
welfare to the seafaring community with a statutory duty 

as a General Lighthouse Authority to deliver reliable, efficient and cost-
effective aids to navigation service for the benefit and safety of all mariners. 
It has been doing this since it was incorporated by Royal Charter in 1514 by 
King Henry VIII.  A few of the many nautical aids it looks after are sixty 
operational lighthouses, buoys, light vessels, light floats and beacons. It also 
generates lots of income to give away – they train cadets, support maritime 
charities, provide welfare for retired mariners and run educational 
programmes teaching safety at sea skills.   
 

In November Barry Carter who is the Chair and Team Leader for 
Cambridgeshire Search and Rescue and the husband of one of our members, 
spoke to us about the very valuable work this charity does. It assists the police 
in searching for high-risk, vulnerable missing people, including anyone that 
maybe despondent, suicidal, suffering from dementia or a mental illness. The 
team is made up of volunteers from all walks of life who are regularly called 
out at any time of day or night 365 days of the year. They have to fundraise 
in order to pay for all their vehicles, petrol, insurance, uniform and kit.  
 

New members are always very welcome. If you are interested in joining us, 
please contact me, Jane Gravett. 

Tel: 01763 838018,          Email jane@gravett.org.uk 
 
 
 

LITTER PICK WEEK 

SATURDAY 26 FEBRUARY  

to SATURDAY 5 MARCH 2022 

PLEASE SPARE SOME TIME TO KEEP YOUR 
VILLAGE LITTER FREE. 

CHECK FOR INFORMATION ON THE 
VILLAGE NOTICEBOARDS IN 2022  
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REPORT FROM CHRISHALL PARISH COUNCIL 
 
By Belinda Irons, Clerk,  
14 Crawley End,  
Chrishall. SG8 8QL.   
Tel: 01763-838732 
Email: parish.clerk@chrishallpc.uk   
www.chrishallpc.org.uk 
https://www.facebook.com/ChrishallPC/ 
 
 
Parish Councillors:    
Chairman:   Jane Holloway 
Councillors:   Gill Eaton, Phil Gravett, Paula Parish. 
  
Uttlesford District Councillors:  Richard Pavitt & Neil Gregory 
 
Essex County Councillor:  Paul Gadd 
 
Parish Council meetings for 2022:  
In the Village Hall: 4th January 2022 
Meetings are open subject to current Covid regulations. 
 
Covid-19: please do ensure you comply with Central Government directives 
which are designed to reduce the spread of the virus 
 
Barbara Smith: Librarian: 
Chrishall Parish Council is sorry to advise that Barbara Smith is moving away 
from the village. Barbara developed our library and has been a diligent 
supporter of the Parish Council, for which we are most grateful. We sincerely 
thank Barbara for her service to the village, and hope that she enjoys her new 
ventures.  
 
Highways Issues: all landowners and householders are reminded that it is 
their responsibility to maintain hedges and ditches which have a public 
highway as a boundary. Now is the time to carry out hedge work as we are 
now outside the bird nesting season. 
 
Climate Change:  COP 26 has just closed and Chrishall Parish Council is keen 
to hear your views and comments about what Chrishall residents, individually 
and as a whole, can do to reduce our carbon footprint and increase wildlife, 
habitats and ecosystems across the Parish, while potentially linking to other 
Parishes to form networks for wildlife. The focus of the Annual Parish Meeting 
will be on environmental issues. We would be delighted to hear your 
suggestions for the meeting and any issues you wish to discuss.  
 
Parish Council vacancy:  
We have five vacancies which are open to residents, property owners and 
people who work in the parish. There are several important issues which need 
our full attention and you are urged to consider whether you can assist us.   
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District & County Councillors: a vote of thanks 
Chrishall Parish Council would like to formally extend a vote of thanks to our 
hard-working District and County Councillors. They have all worked diligently 
for the Parish, and this has been evidenced by their attendance at our 
meetings, the invaluable advice and support they have provided, and by the 
way in which they have resolved some long-standing issues in the parish. In 
recent months, Cllr Gadd has managed to get Essex County Council Highways 
to repair the large pothole at the exit to the school driveway and the edge-of-
road overruns on Mill Causeway and has worked on issues related to school 
transport. Cllrs Gregory & Pavitt have likewise worked on school transport, 
provided support and advice, particularly in relation to Heydon Grange 
planning applications, on water and sewage issues in Mill Causeway and 
Crawley End, and supported a number of residents with their issues. We are 
privileged to have such hard-working Councillors. 
 
Parish Council-owned buildings: update: 
The Parish Council owns the Village Hall, the Brand Pavilion and the Robert 
Reed Hall attached to the school. The Village Hall has a fantastic management 
committee which works with the Parish Council to ensure the building is kept 
in good order and is run at a profit. The Brand Pavilion has after-school club 
and other activities which ensure that it is cost effective. The upkeep of the 
Pavilion is supported by fundraising caried out by the Friends of the Brand 
Pavilion. Robert Reed Hall is on a long-term lease to Chrishall School, and, as 
with the other buildings, is run on a profit basis. 
 
These buildings all require ongoing maintenance and improvements, and this 
will be borne in mind when the budget is set, which will take place at the 
January meeting.   
 
Neighbourhood Watch: 
Please do become more involved in this initiative managed by Essex Police. 
 
Methodist Burial Ground: 
The Parish Council is actively managing the area close to the shed to create 
an insect-friendly habitat. Whilst it may look a little untidy at some times 
during the year, we have to delay cutting so that the existing wildflowers can 
set seed. 
 
Parish Council finances:  The audit report from PKF Littlejohn, the external 
auditor, did not report any issues of concern. All relevant documents have 
been loaded to the Parish Council website. 
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To advertise in this newsletter then please 
contact the editor 
 
villagenews@chrishallpc.uk 
 
 
  

Wyatts, Crawley End, Chrishall, 
Royston, Herts. SG8 8QL 

 01763 838264 
Oil Fired Boiler Installations 

All central heating systems & domestic hot and 
cold systems installed, extended, and 

maintained. 
Complete bathroom installation service. 

Partner installers of Alto Energy and Nu Heat 
Geothermal Ground Source and Air source Heat 

Pumps 
(and yes, we still change washers in drippy float 

valves) 
Contact Us: Info@pphl.co.uk 
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The contents of this newsletter and any inserts and attachments are published as being of interest to 
our readers. They may not necessarily reflect the views of Chrishall Parish Council. 

Printed and assembled by The Printworks, Unit 1, Low Farm, Brook Road, Bassingbourn SG8 5NT. 


